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Albert Craig: In Memoriam

Kate Wildman Nakai, Professor Emerita, Sophia University

My memories of Albert Craig go back to the fall of 1964 when I started graduate studies at Harvard University and he
became one of my advisors. As a mentor he offered steadfast guidance and support throughout my time at Harvard and long
thereafter. Among other things, it was owing to him that I became acquainted with Arai Hakuseki, an encounter that had a
far-reaching impact on my life. My study of Japan up to that point had centered on language and literature, and my
knowledge of Japanese history was rudimentary at best. Al (as I much later came to know him) suggested that I take
Hakuseki's Kishinron as the topic for a seminar paper. I went on to focus on Hakuseki for my PhD dissertation, an experience
that introduced me to many of the issues in Japanese history that have held my interest since.

Al later once mentioned that after moving to Harvard at a still early stage in his career he worked on developing a list of
topics suitable for graduate students wanting to do research in Japanese history. The 1960s was a time when the number of
such students was expanding rapidly, and I doubt that few were much better prepared than I was to identify an appropriate
topic solely on their own. Many of the numerous students Al advised both at my time and over the following decades must be
indebted to him for a suggestion that started them on their way or helped them to see an inchoate topic to a fruitful conclusion.

Al's suggestion of Kishinron to me presumably resulted from this wide-ranging project to identify topics for students to
explore. As such it is emblematic of the seriousness and deep sense of responsibility that he brought to the task of mentoring.
I imagine, though, that other factors also drew him to Hakuseki and Kishinron. Most likely he recognized in this topic one of
the questions that would underlie his long engagement with Fukuzawa Yukichi, an engagement that was beginning at just
about this time: What was the mental universe that shaped the outlook of Tokugawa thinkers and how did it connect with
that of their Meiji successors?

For his own dissertation (published in 1961), Al focused on the factors that accounted for Chosht’s playing a leading role
in the Meiji Restoration and what these said about the character and social foundations of political developments in mid-
nineteenth-century Japan. The analysis reflected his reservations regarding class conflict as a driving force behind the
Restoration. It also showed his attunement to incremental shifts in attitudes and ideas that result eventually in a change in
their orientation. Exploration of that phenomenon was a persistent theme of his subsequent research.

Al seems initially to have envisioned a multipronged investigation of this theme. A first prong focused on the development
of scientific thought within the Tokugawa Confucian intellectual framework and how that carried over into Meiji. He
evidently planned to expand that project beyond an article published in 1965, but meanwhile he turned to the second
prong—Fukuzawa—and Fukuzawa would continue to hold his attention for the rest of his life.

The basic contours of Al’s interest in Fukuzawa were set out already in his 1968 article “Fukuzawa Yukichi: The Philosophical
Foundations of Meiji Nationalism.” A masterful survey of the evolution in Fukuzawa's world view from the bakumatsu
period to his last years, “Philosophical Foundations” has stood the test of time. When, forty years later, Columbia University
Press published a new edition of the English translation of Fukuzawa’s autobiography, it included “Philosophical
Foundations” as an interpretive guide. In his last works, including a collaborative project with his wife, Teruko, to translate
into English a range of Fukuzawa's writings on government, Al revisited and reflected further on many of the essays by
Fukuzawa that he had first explored in “Philosophical Foundations.” The overlap attests to the continuity in his perspective
on Fukuzawa, but it also shows, I think, a subtle but not insignificant shift.

“Philosophical Foundations” presents Fukuzawa largely as an
adapter of Western ideas to Japanese circumstances. Al's
subsequent close investigation of the English-language sources from
which Fukuzawa drew—some long forgotten today—alerted him to
another dimension of Fukuzawa’'s enterprise. He came to see
Fukuzawa as not just a thinker who accurately understood new and
different Western ideas and terms and made them accessible to his
Japanese readership. Fukuzawa also, Al pointed out, brought into
play implications of those ideas that had not necessarily been
apparent to their originators.

Al found in Fukuzawa a guide and interlocutor in his own
i ongoing exploration of Western intellectual traditions and Japanese
201345 H 24 H history. Fukuzawa is equally fortunate to have had Albert Craig as his

BEESIASOE = F v V8 AT foremost interpreter to the English-speaking world.
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